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PRE-SCHOOL MATTERS 
CONTACT US: 

 

St Luke’s 

Mariam Aslanfard - Manager 
Fiona Oliver - Deputy 
St Luke’s Church Hall 

West Bridgford 
NOTTINGHAM, NG2 6GL 

Tel:  07748 923 455 
 

Edwalton Extension 
Caroline Holmes— Manager 

Fiona Oliver - Deputy 
Edwalton Church Hall 

Vicarage Green 
Edwalton 

NOTTINGHAM, NG12 4AP 
Tel:  07805 317 343 

 

General Enquiries 
Jane Sweeney - Business Manager 

Tel: 07941 616 369 
email:  

Leahurstroad@ntlworld.com  
 

www.leahurstrdpreschool.org.uk 
 

www.facebook.com/
LeahurstRoadPreschool 

 
 @leahurstroadps 

 

 

TERM DATES 
AUTUMN TERM 2015: 
Monday 7 September - 
 Friday 18 December 

26 - 30 Oct (Half Term) 
 

SPRING TERM 2016: 
Monday 4 January - 

1 April 
15-19 Feb (Half Term) 

 
SUMMER TERM 2016 

Monday 18 April   
Friday July 22nd  

30 May—3 June (half term) 

SESSION TIMES: 
From September 2015: 

St Luke’s 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday: 
9.15 - 12.15 

Lunch Club everyday:  
12.15 - 1.15 

 

Edwalton Extension 
Monday & Wednesday 

AM: 9.15 -  12.15 
(Lunch Club: 12.15 - 1.15) 

PM: 1.15 - 3.45 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 

 9.15 - 12.15 

Christmas Nativity & Fayre 

This year, Leahurst Road Pre-School’s annual Nativity and 
Christmas Fayre, will be held at St Luke’s on Friday 18th  
December at 10.30am. 

 
The Extension will be closed on the morning of the Xmas Fayre, so please drop all  
children off at St Luke’s at 9.15am. If your child does not normally attend pre-school on a  
Friday, they are warmly invited to take part in the production and should arrive at 10.45am.  
 
The Fayre opens at 10.30am for tea, coffee, tombola, raffle, mystery crackers, hook a duck, 
face painting and the fabulous cake stall! Children from both sites will perform the Nativity play 
at 11am, and after the performance there will be time for even more cake and refreshments 
before the raffle is drawn. Please note, there will be no lunch club at St Luke’s on the 
day of the fayre. 
 
YOU CAN HELP TO MAKE THE FAYRE A SUCCESS! 

cakes to sell on the day  
tombola items. Teddies/stuffed toys, unopened smellies, 

bottles and chocolates for the tombola. These can be dropped off at St Luke’s or the Edwalton 
Extension at any time. 

raffle prize. Do you, or do you have a relative who works in a restaurant, gift 
shop, beauty salon or local attraction who could offer a prize? Do you have any unwanted gifts 
that would boost sales of raffle tickets? 

Volunteer to help – helpers are needed to set up, run stalls, serve refreshments and 
tidy up. Volunteers have a reserved seat in the front two rows for the Nativity play! 

Party, Party, Party! 
 

Make sure that Wednesday 9th December is in your 
diaries for festive fun at the Christmas party! From 2-
4pm at the Edwalton Extension Peter Presto will be 
wowing with his magic tricks, whilst party food is 
whipped up in the kitchen for the children to enjoy 
after the show. After some festive food, a special 
visitor may even arrive with a sack full of presents! 
 
The cost of the party is £6 to be paid on the day. If 
your child normally attends pre-school on Wednes-
day afternoons, there is no charge. If your child usually 
attends lunch club at St Luke’s on Wednesday, the 
charge is just £2 as lunch club is cancelled that day. 

Committee Update 
 

The committee have been cracking on with helping Jane and the Managers with the running of 
our pre-school.  
 
One of our jobs is to look at how we can ensure that the pre-school is meeting the needs and 
expectations of both parents and children, and how we can possibly improve to exceed them. 
Recently, we have introduced Lunch Clubs, extended the hours available at the Extension and 
set up Facebook and Twitter. We are always receptive to any ideas you may have that would  
improve your child’s experience at Leahurst Road Pre-School. Please do complete the  
parent questionnaire; your opinion can really shape our pre-school and  get in touch with 
any member of the committee or staff if you have any suggestions at all. 
 
We always welcome any parent who feels they would like to contribute to our pre-school. 
Please do let Jane or the committee know if you are interested. 

Welcome! 
 

A big hello and welcome to all new  
children. We hope you’re all settled 
and happy at our pre-school. Please 
do speak to Mrs Aslanfard, Mrs 
Holmes or Jane Sweeney if there is 
anything at all we can do to help. 
 
Welcome back to everyone else! 
The summer seems a long time ago 
now, but we hope you had a lovely 
holiday and are enjoying the  
autumn term back at pre-school. 

Registered Charity No: 1018262 

Children In Need! 
Thanks to parents/carers 

from both sites  who 

helped to raise a whopping 

£190! Well done Caroline Holmes 

for the sponsored walk!  



 
Julie Smith joined the Leahurst Road relief staff team 
in March this year. She has previously worked in 
Human Resources and administration, and also as a 
part-time sales assistant at the Boots. She then set up 
a small business making celebration cakes! She lives in 

Gamston with her husband Mark and her two boys, 
Jack (4) and Harry (2). 
 
After seeing the positive impact that attending 
Leahurst Road Pre-School had upon her eldest son’s 
confidence, Julie she realised that she really wanted to 
work with children at a pre-school.  She gave up her 
role at Boots to study for her Level 3 Diploma in Early 
Learning and Childcare (Early Years Educator) (QCF).  
 
Julie has now achieved the Level 3 Diploma and has 
begun working as a relief member of staff at the St 
Luke’s site. Julie says: “Seeing the children learn new 
skills through the medium of play is a fantastic way of 
helping to give them the best possible start in their 
education and helping to prepare them for school.” 
 
Although her plans for her cake-making business are 
on hold while she focuses on her Pre-School work and 
being a Mum, Julie is still a keen baker. As well as 
making celebration cakes for family and friends, she 
also enjoys teaching her eldest son Jack to bake (often 

gingerbread biscuits – his favourite!) 

Staff Profile: Julie Smith 

Ofsted visit the Extension! 
 

The Edwalton Extension site had a surprise visit on Wednesday 23rd 
September from an Ofsted inspector! The inspector spoke with  
parents, staff and committee members and also observed the children 

in the setting. We are delighted to have received a GOOD rating in all 
areas!  
 
Highlights of the report include: "Children arrive at the pre-school  
raring to go. Their thirst for learning is inspired by a wide range of  
exciting opportunities and they quickly immerse themselves in play. " 
 
    "Children are provided with regular opportunities to develop their 
independence. This helps to promote both their physical and social 
development and equip them with skills for their future move to 
school." 
 
    "The manager monitors the quality of teaching. She ensures that 
staff successfully use observation and assessment to track children's 
progress, identify any gaps in their learning and plan experiences to 
build on each child's skills." 
 
Caroline Holmes, says, "I am particularly proud of the sentence in the 
report that states: "Children are developing key skills needed for 
school and future life."  

Well done Mrs Holmes and the team at the Extension! 

Brrrr, It’s Cold Outside... 
 

As the weather turns wintery, please can children  
start bringing warm coats, winter hats and gloves for  
outside play. Please can children who attend the  
extension also bring in some slippers. Thank you! 

Lunch Club Success! 
 

We are delighted that our lunch clubs are proving 
popular with both parents and children! 
 
Don’t forget, ad hoc lunch clubs and extra sessions 
can be booked with Mrs Aslan and Mrs Holmes. Just 

check in advance for availability and pay cash on the 
day. 

Why My Child Loves The Edwalton  
Extension, by Charlotte Riley 

 

 
My daughter, Katherine, joined 
Leahurst Road Pre-School  
Extension shortly after her third 
birthday. She didn't attend the St 
Luke's site as I was in no hurry for 
her to start preschool, due to my 
son Joseph having started school. 

Language Top Tip from Mrs Harrison: 
 

KEEP IT SHORT AND SIMPLE! use short sentences - this helps  
children listen and learn. 
 
GAME!: WHICH ANIMAL AM I? Cut out some pictures of different  
animals. Choose an animal and make its sound (‘woof’ or ‘baa’). Ask 
your child to guess which animal the sound belongs to by pointing to 
the correct picture. 

Getting Social! 
 

For the latest news and updates, please do ‘like’ our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
LeahurstRoadPreschool) and follow us on Twitter 
@leahurstroadps).  
 

 

When arriving at the extension, we are always greeted with a warm 
welcome and there is always a wide variety of activities set up.  
Katherine especially enjoys the role play area and the arts and crafts. 

It was particularly warming to see photos of Katherine tending to Mrs 
Holmes in the hairdressers and vice versa! The outdoor area is well 
resourced, and they can spend a lot of their time out there exploring, 
keeping fit or doing various craft activities under close supervision. 
 
It is great to hear about the close links the pre-school has with the 
local school and church and gives the children an opportunity to  
explore their local environment.  
 
As a parent (and teacher), I am really happy with the care and  
support Katherine receives at the extension. My primary concern has 
always been that my children are happy and feel safe in the care of 
the preschool, nursery or school I send them to. It is always a relief 
that Katherine is very keen to put on her pre-school uniform and  
often runs up the path to the gate, clutching her 'show and tell',  
excited to see her friends.  


